Kettelkamp Takes Keuka - Once Again)!


        Master Angler Kraig “Keuka Lake” Kettelkamp won his second Keuka Lake tournament in a row, at this on one day, off the next fishery.


(Staff writer note:  The first place portion of the Keuka Lake report was written by contributing staff writer Eric Vanderstyne.)


Situated in the foot hills of Penn Yan, Keuka Lake can be one of the most  perplexing lakes that the Rochester Bassmaster tournament trail visits. Usually not known as a numbers lake,  Keuka is more often known as a big fish type lake. As usual Keuka pumped anglers up  in practice only  to let most  of them come crashing down when tournament day arrived with bright sunny skies and light winds. 





          Defending angler of the year  Kraig  Kettelkamp was coming  off a very solid  practice day. Kraig  chose to practice  mostly new water  in preparation for this tournament.  Kraig had  a pretty remarkable practice day,  boating three fish  over 4 lbs. and shaking off several more, most notably a fish Kraig believes was in the 6 to 7lb class. Needless to say after his practice day Kettelkamp felt he had a legitimate shot at breaking arch rival and nemisis  Mark  Harold’s 5 fish all-time weight record. 





         The new day dawned and brought with it bright sun , calm water and tight lipped bass, a stark contrast from the day before, when overcast skies  enabled some anglers to catch fish on what seemed like every other cast.  Still, the day started out with a bang for Kettelkamp as a nice 2lb largemouth crushed his Tietjenator Uncle Slippery 1 oz. jig. (Tietjenator  jigs and spinnerbaits are designed and built by local lake expert Jeff Tiegen). Then  his Daiwa, Falcon and Allstar rods rigged with 20 lb. Triple Fish Line were silenced. After struggling for 2 hours pitching a weedline with 1/2 oz. and 1 oz. jigs , with no action, Kettelkamp decided to go with the time-honored run and gun approach in hopes of finding a few active easy fish. Another 2 hours  were invested and his returns were worse than buying stocks in beaten down oil companies. 


          As well as being a highly proficient and technical fishermen, Kettelkamp also possesses the natural ability to put the pieces of the puzzle together  quickly while on the water, a trait every tournament  angler hopes to have but very few ever attain.  Kraig’s next decision to go to an area where he had found a school of largemouth the day before would prove to be the turning point in his day. Knowing  the bright sun and high pressure would keep the fish very tight to cover, he stayed with his black or brown Tietjenator jigs. Pitching weed clumps and pockets in water from 3-10ft, Kettelkamp boated  2 keepers on back to back casts, then missed two more bites . Patiently moving down the shoreline a shady  weedy spot produced Kettelkamp’s anchor fish , a largemouth over 3 lbs.


Then as quickly as the action started, it ended. Another 2 hours would pass before  Kettelkamp would be rewarded for skipping a 1/2 oz. jig under a dock. Fish number 5 was in the boat and it was another  good one-a largemouth weighing  about 3 lbs. Kraig managed to boat a couple more fish on the day but they were  of no help to him.





Back at the weigh- in  Kettlekamp figured  he had little or no chance of pulling off the victory, but as the line of bewildered anglers became shorter and shorter  with no serious weight on the board it became apparent Kettlecamp would claim another Rochester Bassmaster title at the lake he calls home.





Bill Kellman  worked small isolated weedbeds for a total catch weighing 12.77 lbs.  Kellman chose
