



Harold commands Sodus!



Mark Harold back in the winnerís circle as he adds Sodus Bay to his win list.



Sodus Bay has not always been kind to Mark Harold.  It is a tournament spot that has never shown much consistency for one of the clubís most prolific tournament winners.  It wasnít until the smallmouth of Lake Ontario started showing up consistently at the weigh scales that Harold began posting top finishes.  Top finishes but no victories.  That all changed in the middle of August as Harold posted his first Rochester Bass victory at Sodus Bay with an impressive mixed bag of smallmouth and largemouth topping the chart at 15.63lbs.  



Early tournament reports found some anglers claiming that the ìgood old days of Sodusî had finally returned.  For a period of five years the consistent largemouth action had been absent and many anglers turned to the more aggressive  Lake Ontario smallmouth.  This year the largemouth fishing had improved, but still not enough to keep all anglers glued to the inner confines of Sodus Bay, as many ventured out to a variety of waters including Port Bay, Fair Haven, and Lake Ontario proper.  



While Harold had patterned some fish in Sodus Bay and  Lake Ontario, a productive pre-fishing trip to Fair Haven Bay sealed his decision to forge the open waters of the ìBig Pondî and stake his claim in this particular bay.  A bonus to fishing the weedy waters of Fair Haven was that Lake Ontario had just experienced a shift in surface water temperatures as the warm surface water had been replaced by water temperatures in the upper 40ís and 50ís.  This phenomenon could be explained by the fact that often times wind direction can pull massive amounts of water from the shore and replace it with cooler water.  



The ìwindfallî of this situation was that many smallmouth near the mouth of the bays had moved into the bays themselves in search of more favorable water temperatures.  Realizing that that great amounts of smallmouth had moved into Fair Haven bay, Harold patterned the smallmouth on a variety of lures including Poeís Jackpot topwater lures, Smithwick Rogues, and Tietjenator Spinnerbaits.  As if this was not enough, he was able to pattern largemouth in a couple areas with topwaters and jigs.



A calm morning ride out of Sodus Bay into Lake Ontario and then into Fair Haven Bay proved to be the best move of the tournament day for Harold.  Arriving at one of his destination in the bay that contained heavy milfoil weed growth, Harold began the morning working a Poeís Jackpot on the outside of the weed edge.  Almost immediately the fish began smashing Haroldís topwater as if it were the only bait for miles.    ìI knew things were going my way when I lost two largemouth on one cast, then on my next cast hooked and boated two largemouth over two pounds apiece, one on each hook of my Poeís Jackpot.  I had three fish at 6:44 and at 6:45 had a limit with one cast,î stated Harold.  



The action then turned to smallmouth as he was able to cull all but one of the morningís largemouth with a Tietjenator Spinnerbait.  The bait sported a white skirt and gold and silver blades.  Harold gave himself an hour and a half to return to Sodus as the lake had kicked up three and four foot waves.  Before he left he had put together a 15.63lb. limit that would be unequaled at dayís end.  



Harold used  Daiwa VIP 50  and TL 701 1RB rods and Procaster Z153IV and TDX 103 HIA reels spooled with 30# TUF-Line and 30# SuperCast.   His sponsors include Daiwa, Ranger Boats, North Jersey Marine, Luhr Jensen, Lou Dog Jigs, Mercury Outboards, Lowrance Electronics, and Picasso Spinnerbaits.  



Another angler choosing to make the run to Fair Haven Bay was Dave Livingston, whose 15.38lbs. was just short of the first place spot.  Targeting mostly largemouth, Livingston stayed on one particular spot for the duration of the tournament.  Working depths of five to eight feet with a 7î worm and Pop-R he had his limit by 8:30am.  He keyed on one particular ten foot section of shoreline for the fourteen largemouth and one smallmouth.  He traveled 30 miles overall and used Daiwa equipment.  



A 13.77 pound limit was brought to the scales by Tom Haley to capture third place.  Haleyís fish all came from Sodus Bay including the tournaments lunker of 5.44 lbs.  Early fish were caught on a Zara Spook on an inside weedline near the middle portion of the bay.  He reported to have lost a giant early in the morning that may have easily pushed him into the winnerís circle.  Later in the morning, Haley moved to an area that consisted of a steep drop off with weeds adjacent to the drop.  Working this area with a 7î Berkley Power Worm in a black/blue color, Haley took a total of seven fish.  He used Shimano and Abu Garcia equipment with Stren Easy Cast line in 12lb. test.  He traveled only 5 miles on the day.  His sponsors include E/W Sporting Goods and J and J baits.  



Working the Lake Ontario shoreline produced a 13.38lb. limit and fourth place for Ken Brongo.  Brongo used a combination of spinnerbaits, gitzits, and worms to fool a total of twenty four fish that consisted of twenty smallmouth and four largemouth.  His limit was taken by eight oíclock as he keyed on the rocky shoreline in water depths of 8 feet.  He only traveled four miles to get to the fish that he had located in pre-tournament practice.  He used Daiwa equipment and eight and ten pound test lines.



Rod Brown fished Pop-Rís and a Jig n Pig to take a limit of largemouth that weighed 12.96lbs. for a fifth place finish.  Lost fish cost Brown a chance to finish higher in the standings as a few good size largemouth pulled off.  Early fish came on the topwater and as the day progressed Brown worked the jig in and around weeds and docks.  He used Daiwa and St. Croix equipment.  His limit was taken by 9:30 in the morning as he boated a total of 7 fish.  He was one of few anglers to maximize their fishing time and stay in Sodus the duration of the tournament.  



Don Wenzel took sixth place with a limit weighing 12.85lbs. Wenzel fished a variety of locations including Lake Ontario, Sodus, and another unnamed bay.  He caught four smallmouth and four largemouth for the tournament day.  For the smallmouth he found a spinnerbait to be the best bait but a 3/4 oz. jig n pig was the bait used to fool the largemouth.  The largemouth were found tight to cover while the smallmouth were caught in depths of 16-20 feet.  He used Fenwick and Shimano equipment and Silver Thread line.  



Seventh place was taken by Lou Campaniello with a mixed bag limit of largemouth and smallmouth that weighed 12.23lbs.  Traveling a total of 35 miles, Campaniello used spinnerbaits and Gillraker worms 

to catch his fish.  He keyed on points with rock and weed.  



Eighth place was taken by Carl Luther who traveled into Lake Ontario and boated a total of nine smallmouth with the biggest five weighing 11.64lbs.  He used a Super Spook early prior to the wind kicking up.  When the wind churned the surface he began throwing a 3/4oz. spinnerbait over chunk rock and weeds.  



Ninth place was taken by Gary Smith with 11.63lbs.  He fished Lake Ontario and Sodus Bay.  



Tenth place was taken by Steve Sanca with an 11.55lb. limit.  He stayed in Sodus and used red shad worms and Pop-Rís.  










