�Vanderstyne Victorious at Cayuga!





Long wait is over as Eric Vanderstyne takes first club victory with smallmouth dominated limit.





Noted as one of the states top largemouth fisheries and a site for many local and regional tournaments, Cayuga Lake is fast becoming a top smallmouth producer as evidenced by the Rochester Bassmastersí fourth points tournament of the season.  





When it comes to Cayuga Lake most anglers target the abundant largemouth bass that frequent the weigh in bags of most competitors.  But it was a magical smallmouth pattern that was uncovered by Eric Vanderstyne that turned many heads and opened eyes to the excellent smallmouth fishery that Cayuga is fast becoming.  Although Vanderstyne weighed one largemouth in his 5 fish limit, it proved to be the only largemouth caught by him on a day when the smallmouth were eager to cooperate.    





While practice fishing prior to the tournament, Vanderstyne pulled into a popular largemouth hole and began throwing a spinnerbait over a deep weed edge situated in 15-20 feet of water.  Within minutes smallmouth began attacking his chartreuse spinnerbait with one of the largest fish topping 4 pounds.  After catching a few others Vanderstyne knew he had put together something every tournament angler searches for; a honey hole that could put his tournament season on the fast track.  





Tournament day opened with Vanderstyne setting up on his smallmouth weedline.  Burning a 1 oz. Tietjenator spinnerbait in a chartreuse color with tandem willow blades the smallmouth cooperated as he had anticipated.  Holding his boat off the weededge and parallel casting over the submergent milfoil, he worked the spinnerbait just inches under the water.  He boated his limit by 7:00am and continued to work the area often times making a few casts with a 4î worm to give the fish a different look. During pre tournament practice he had located another area in which he chose to visit during the tournament day for a change of pace.  This spot too produced smallmouth, but none quite like the 200 yard stretch where he had started the day.  





Nineteen smallmouth fell victim to Vanderstyneís offerings.  The one bonus three pound largemouth that was part of his limit came as he was pulling his trolling motor up to move to the other spot.  Fishing the 4îworm directly below the boat the largemouth, to Vandersyne, appeared to be just another small keeper fish, but as it neared the boat he knew it would find its way to the weigh in scale.  





At days end his limit of one largemouth and four smallmouth weighed 14.87 lbs.  He used 6lb. and 14lb. line on Daiwa rods and reels.   He traveled approximately 40 miles on the day.  The long wait was finally over and harvest season had finally dawned upon the Vanderstyne farm.  





Second place finisher Les Malovics needed only 4 fish to take the runner up position.  Malovics weighed two smallmouth and two largemouth that totaled to 13.92 lbs.  Saturdayís practice found him running south looking for smallmouth and when he worked rocky shorelines and points, he found the smallmouth  very active.  Tournament morning though, proved not as productive as the day before, as Malovics spent many fruitless hours casting before leaving the southern area of the lake with only two smallmouth.  





Heading to a shallow cove he began to work shallow shoreline cover and proceeded to catch the tournaments largest bass, a 5.19lb. largemouth, on a Berkely Power Slug.  He also boated another largemouth to go with the earlier smallmouth that fell victim to a combination of Pop-Rís, Lou Dog spinnerbaits and jigs.  Although a fifth fish was never boated by Malovics he was paid a visit by a frightened Carp as his prop kicked up bottom and spooked the Carp which proceeded to jump out of the water and onto the back deck of Malovicsí boat.  





He used Daiwa equipment and traveled over 40 miles to catch his fish.  





Third place was taken by Tom Haley whose 12.33 lb. limit consisted of a combination of largemouth and smallmouth.  Finding the largemouth difficult to pattern on practice day Haleyís strategy centered around catching smallmouth on Rat-L-Traps and J and J tube jigs.  Working the Farleyís point area on tournament day, Haley was able to catch a few largemouth on a 7 inch Berkley Power Worm.  Haley keyed on isolated weed clumps with the Rat-L-Trap and then moved to deeper water and began catching smallmouth on the tube jig in a pearl color.  He used Stren Easy Cast line in 12 lb. test and worked his lures on Shimano and Abu Garcia rods and reels.  





Flipping a jig and pig in 8 to 13 feet netted Steve Sanca a limit weighing 12.28 lbs. and fourth place.  Sanca keyed on the east shore of the lake and looked for heavy weed cover.  He alternated between the jig and a worm.  He took a total of 8 largemouth on the day and had his limit by noon.  





Fifth place was taken by Dan ìno practiceî Lamanna with a limit consisting of two smallmouth and 3 largemouth.  Lamanna did not practice for the tournament but still was able to put together a limit weighing 12.24 lbs.  His strategy centered around catching early topwater fish on a Zara Spook and then working a Lou Dog spinnerbait around weed clumps.  He used Daiwa and Berkley equipment and his sponsored by Rochester Hollow Grinder among others.  





Sixth place was taken by perennial top ten finisher Lou Rizzotti whose 11.89 lb. limit was made up of 5 largemouth.  His fish were taken on a couple different Picasso spinnerbaits, one being a half ounce model the other a three quarter ounce.  Both baits had a white skirt and willow leaf blades.  He worked weed beds in 8 feet of water.  





Seventh place was taken by Sam Nicolosi with a five fish limit weighing 11.37 lbs.  Nicolosi fished the Frontenac Island area working weed clumps with worms and topwater baits.  





Eight place was taken by Mike Rodenhouse with a limit weighing 11.35 lbs.  Rodenhouse caught his fish on Pop-Rís and slow rolled spinnerbaits in depths of 9-17 feet.  His best colors were shad and white.





Ninth place was taken by Bill Henry weighing a limit of 11.29 lbs.  He fished as a non-boater in Jeff Dallimoreís boat and proceeded to take his fish on a Pop-R and pumpkin tube jig.  He traveled 50 total miles.





Tenth place was taken by Dan Guay with a limit weighing 11.06lbs.


