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Jim Bianchi is the
‘19 Angler of the Year
Jim Bianchi takes the
‘19 Angler of the Year
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JON
SKIRMENT
BROUGHT IN
A 14.35 LB. LIMIT
TO THE SCALES
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Continued on page 3Jon Skirment  won the Cashion 
Rods, Angler of  the Year Series at 

Keuka Lake with 14.35 lbs. 
 Jon said, “I caught a mixture 
of  Largemouth and Smallmouth 
throughout the day, but the bite 
�[�M�M�U�M�L�� �\�W�� �J�M�� �J�M�[�\�� �Å�Z�[�\�� �\�P�Q�V�O�� �Q�V�� �\�P�M��
morning with the wind and clouds.   
 I  ended up weighing in 1 Largemouth 
�I�V�L�� ���� �;�U�I�T�T�Q�M�[���� �� �5�a�� �J�Q�O�� �Å�[�P�� �_�I�[�� �\�P�M��
�4�I�Z�O�M�U�W�]�\�P���1���K�I�]�O�P�\���W�V���\�P�M���^�M�Z�a���Å�Z�[�\��
cast.  
 I ran mostly the Penn Yan arm, 
�I�T�W�V�O�� �_�Q�\�P�� �[�W�U�M�� �U�Q�L���T�I�S�M�� �[�\�]�z���� �� �1��
�V�M�^�M�Z�� �K�I�]�O�P�\�� �Å�[�P�� �Q�V�� �\�P�M�� �S�M�a�� �I�Z�M�I�[��
I found in practice on Friday.  The 
wind had switched 180 degrees, so I 
had to develop new spots based on the 

conditions.  I cycled through 
�[�W�U�M���W�N ���\�P�M���I�Z�M�I�[���1���Å�[�P�M�L���Q�V��
practice that looked good, 
but I never got any bites.  
Those were actually the 
areas I got all my bites for the 
tournament.  I probably had 
8 bites all day, most of  which 
came on a jig, but I never got 
multiple bites in any area.  
Areas with steep drops from 
0-30 ft of  water and the wind 
blowing in produced good in 
the morning.  
 When the sun came out 
mid-day, I focused more on 
sloped banks in the 13 ft of  
water range.  
 A huge thanks to Doug 
Noni who let me run his 
sweet Skeeter for practice 
and the tournament.  And 
thanks to my wife Alex for 
letting me go out and play 
with my friends.  It was a 

away that it was not going to be easy 
�\�W�� �M�z�M�K�\�Q�^�M�T�a�� �Å�[�P�� �Q�\���� �1�� �_�I�[�� �\�P�Z�W�_�Q�V�O�� �I��
Keitech swimbait and battled the wind 
and spent 45 minutes to an hour in this 
area, with only a few pike to show for. 
It was hard to keep the boat positioned 
and make the casts that I thought I 
needed to. I decided to make a move 
to the second area that I had found in 
practice, which turned out to present 
�\�P�M�� �[�I�U�M�� �K�W�V�L�Q�\�Q�W�V�[�� �I�[�� �\�P�M�� �Å�Z�[�\�� �[�X�W�\����
tough. I did not spend much time here 
before I decided to ditch the plan and 
�[�K�Z�I�U�J�T�M���I�Z�W�]�V�L���\�W���K�I�\�K�P�������Å�[�P����
 I pulled up to a stretch of  docks, 
�\�P�M�� �Å�Z�[�\�� �L�W�K�S�� �_�I�[�� �J�Q�O���� �I�V�L�� �P�I�L�� �L�M�M�X��
water under it. I skipped my Senko 
under it and pulled out a small keeper 
smallmouth. I skipped right back 
under the same dock and got bit again, 
�1���S�V�M�_���Q�\���_�I�[���I���J�M�\�\�M�Z���Å�[�P�����1���L�Q�L�V�¼�\���[�M�M��
it until I was ready to net it, and it was 
a 7.26 lb. largemouth. I held it up, 
and said to myself  that it was bigger 
than the 6.70 lb, largemouth I caught 

KYLE SWEERS
2nd Place - 14.04 lbs. Kyle weighed in a 
7.26 lb.  Largemouth for Lunker and  
Lunker of the Year.

MATT JAMES
3rd Place - 13.60 lbs.

great season hosted by the Rochester 
Bassmasters, and looking forward to 
next years trail.”

 Kyle Sweers came in 2nd by 
bringing in 14.04 lbs., just missing 1st 
by .31 lbs.
 Kyle said, “I was able to practice 
for a few hours the day before the 
tournament, in which time I was able 
�\�W�� �Å�V�L�� �\�_�W�� �X�Z�Q�U�I�Z�a�� �I�Z�M�I�[�� �\�P�I�\�� �_�M�Z�M��
�P�W�T�L�Q�V�O���Å�[�P�����I�V�L���\�P�I�\���1���_�W�]�T�L���X�T�I�V���\�W��
rely on during the tournament. Both 
spots were 8-12 feet of  water with 
mixed rocks and weeds. 
 On tournament morning I ran to 
�\�P�M�� �Å�Z�[�\�� �[�X�W�\���� �Q�\�� �_�I�[�� �Y�]�Q�\�M�� �M�`�X�W�[�M�L��
and wind blown, so I knew right 
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�W�V�� �+�I�a�]�O�I�� �4�I�S�M���� �1�� �K�W�]�T�L�V�¼�\�� �P�M�T�X�� �J�]�\��
laugh. Against my desires, I decided 
�\�P�I�\���1���_�I�[���O�W�Q�V�O���\�W���Å�[�P���L�W�K�S�[���\�P�M���Z�M�[�\��
of  the day to put together a limit. I 
jumped around the lake looking for 
�[�Q�U�Q�T�I�Z���L�W�K�S�[�����_�Q�\�P���L�M�M�X���_�I�\�M�Z�����1���L�Q�L�V�¼�\��
end up catching another keeper bass 
�W�z���L�W�K�S�[����
 Around 12:30 or so I ran back to 
my starting spot. It was still tough 
�\�W�� �Å�[�P�� �J�]�\�� �W�V�� �U�a�� �Å�Z�[�\�� �K�I�[�\�� �1�� �K�I�]�O�P�\��
a nice smallmouth on the Keitech 

�[�_�Q�U�J�I�Q�\�����)�[���\�P�M���Å�[�P���K�I�U�M���\�W���\�P�M���J�W�I�\��
it was accompanied by a handful of  
�W�\�P�M�Z���O�W�W�L���Å�[�P�����1���J�W�I�\���Æ�Q�X�X�M�L���\�P�M���Å�[�P����
�L�Z�W�X�X�M�L���\�P�M���X�W�T�M���I�V�L���Y�]�Q�K�S�T�a���X�Q�\�K�P�M�L��
a Senko out in hopes of  catching one 
of  the followers, but was unsuccessful. 
After battling the wind for another 45 
minutes or so, and not getting another 
bite, I made my way back up towards 
the launch. I continued to throw 
the swimbait in 8-12 feet of  water. I 
came into one area and caught two 
smallmouth on back to back casts to 
�Å�T�T���W�]�\���U�a���T�Q�U�Q�\�����1���L�Q�L�V�¼�\���K�I�\�K�P���I�V�W�\�P�M�Z��
keep bass the rest of  the day.” 

 Taking 3rd Place, Matt James 
brought a 13.60 lb. limit.
 Matt said, “I started out the day with 
lots of  optimism and an expectation of    
�T�W�\�[���Q�\�¼�[���W�N ���K�I�\�K�P�Q�V�O�����=�V�N�W�Z�\�]�V�I�\�M�T�a���\�P�I�\��
�_�I�[�V�¼�\���\�P�M���K�I�[�M�����<�P�M���Å�Z�[�\�������Å�[�P���W�N ���\�P�M��
day were brought in by my co-angler 
naturally making me very nervous   
�� �*�a�� �����"������ �I�U�� �1�� �[�\�Q�T�T�� �P�I�L�� �V�W�� �Å�[�P��
and began to panic a little. I made a 
decision to slow down and stick with 
2 baits the A-rig and skipping a Senko 
�]�V�L�M�Z�� �L�W�K�S�[���� �<�P�I�\�� �L�M�K�Q�[�Q�W�V�� �X�I�Q�L�� �W�z����
�<�P�M���)���Z�Q�O���X�Z�W�L�]�K�M�L�������W�N ���U�a���O�W�W�L���Å�[�P��
the Senko the 5th. 
 So the lesson of  the day for me was 
�[�T�W�_�� �L�W�_�V�� �L�W�V�¼�\�� �\�Z�a�� �\�W�� �\�P�Z�W�_�� �M�^�M�Z�a��
lure you have at them make a decision 
and stick with it.”

 Tyler Austin  came to the scales 
with a 12.15 lb. bag for 4th Place.
 Tyler said, “This event was very 
important because it was make or 
break for me to stay in the Top Ten.  
�� �� �1���P�I�^�M���W�V�T�a���Å�[�P�M�L���3�M�]�S�I���W�V�K�M��

TYLER AUSTIN
4th Place - 12.15 lbs.

BOB MANLEY
5th Place - 12.02 lbs.

before. That was for the classic two 
years ago. So I never got to really 
learn the lake before this tournament. 
I was only able to practice Friday night 
and Saturday before the event took 
place. I learned very fast the big bites 
would be few and far between. So I 
knew the weather was going to change 
dramatically on Sunday so I planned 
my practice according to the weather 
reports. 
 I stayed deep looking for places to be 
�I�J�T�M���\�W���K�I�\�K�P���I���T�W�\���W�N ���Å�[�P���N�I�Q�Z�T�a���Y�]�Q�K�S����
Then I looked for places that I thought 
could go shallow for a little bit better 
bite. 
 Tournament morning I ran to the 
�Å�Z�[�\���[�X�W�\���I�V�L���M�V�L�M�L���]�X���K�I�\�K�P�Q�V�O�������Å�[�P��
�N�I�Q�Z�T�a�� �Y�]�Q�K�S�T�a���� �1�� �\�P�M�V�� �J�W�]�V�K�M�L�� �I�Z�W�]�V�L��
trying to get a limit. After putting 5 
in the boat I ended hitting the shore 
throwing a A-rig. I was able to make 
�I�� �K�W�]�X�T�M�� �S�M�a�� �]�X�O�Z�I�L�M�[�� �I�V�L�� �Å�V�Q�[�P�M�L��
the day with a 12.15 limit with 4 small 
mouth and one largemouth. 

Stats & Story cont’d on page 4

KURT KELLER
6th Place - 11.51 lbs.

KEUKA LAKE
KEUKA LAKE STATE PARK, KEUKA PARK, NY

ANGLER OF THE YEAR SERIES �  SEPTEMBER 29,  2019



-4- Photois continued on page 5

 A huge thank you to Douglas, 
Tradewins, and Gill .”
 Bob Manley caught a 12.02 lb. limit 
for 5th Place.

Kurt Keller 11.51 lb. limit was good 
enough for 6th Place.
 Kurt said, “I caught 9 keeper 
smallmouth bass throughout the 
morning.  The wind direction was 
the opposite of  both days I practiced 
leading me to adjust some of  the areas 
I targeted.  
�� �1�� �Å�[�P�M�L�� �I�� �)���Z�Q�O�� �I�V�L�� �L�Z�W�X�� �[�P�W�\�� �Q�V��
�_�I�\�M�Z�� �N�Z�W�U�� ���������¼���� �� �1�� �_�W�Z�S�M�L�� �U�a�� �_�I�a��
back toward the launch for the last two 
hours looking for a big largemouth bite 
without any luck.  Keuka was tough as 
usual, but I was happy to bring a small 
limit to weighin and secure my spot in 
the Classic.” 
 Rounding out the Top Seven 
�_�Q�\�P�� �I�� ���� �Å�[�P�� �T�Q�U�Q�\�� �W�N �� ��������� �� �T�J�[�� �_�I�[�� 
Bill Wittman .

Place Angler Weight
Fish 

Caught
Fish 

Weighed
Dead 
Fish Penalties Lunker

Total 
Weight

1 Jon Skirment 14.35 5 5 0 0.00 14.35

2 Kyle Sweers 14.04 5 5 0 0.00 7.26 14.04

3 Matt James 13.60 5 5 0 0.00 13.60

4 Tyler Austin 12.15 5 5 0 0.00 12.15

5 Bob Manley 12.02 5 5 0 0.00 12.02

6 Kurt Keller 11.51 5 5 0 0.00 11.51

7 Bill Wittman 11.38 5 5 0 0.00 11.38

8 Nate Kalpin 11.25 5 5 0 0.00 11.25

9 Rod Brown 10.92 5 5 0 0.00 10.92

10 Mark Harold 10.40 5 5 0 0.00 10.40

11 Dave Livingston 9.89 5 5 0 0.00 9.89

12 TJ Valle 9.74 5 5 0 0.00 9.74

13 Todd Keller 9.69 5 5 0 0.00 9.69

14 Dan Patane 9.63 5 5 0 0.00 9.63

15 Dom Cerasuolo 9.56 5 5 0 0.00 9.56

16 Rich Bush 9.24 5 5 0 0.00 9.24

17 Steve Levine 8.19 3 3 0 0.00 8.19

18 Fred Blom 7.89 5 5 0 0.00 7.89

19 Dylan Mackaravitz 7.69 4 4 0 0.00 7.69

20 Doug Walker 7.44 4 4 0 0.00 7.44

21 Fred Ratcliffe 6.28 4 4 0 0.00 6.28

22 Paul Caldwell 6.11 4 4 0 0.00 6.11

23 Wes Vyverberg 5.76 3 3 0 0.00 5.76

24 Kevin Kinnear 3.60 2 2 0 0.00 3.60

25 Tyler Muhs 3.14 2 2 0 0.00 3.14

26 Terry Gartz 2.97 2 2 0 0.00 2.97

���������
������
�����������
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Kyle Sweers weighs in his lunker Kyle Sweers releasing in his lunker
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2019 OWASCO LAKE  
MEMORIAL CLASSIC QUALIFIERS
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���Œ�X���D���Œ���]���D���v���}�o���r�W�]�š���Z���Œ����
�����}���Œ���������Œ�š�]�(�]�������W�����]���š�Œ�]���������v�š�]�•�š��
�î�ñ���^�}�µ�š�Z���D���]�v���^�š�Œ�����š�����W�]�š�š�•�(�}�Œ����

���Á�Á�Á�X�Œ�}�•���v�‰�]�š���Z���Œ�����v�š���o�X���}�u�����������ñ�ô�ñ�r�ñ�ô�ò�r�î�î�î�î��
��

15 Kyle Sweers 95.60 lbs.

16 Wes Vyverberg 95.57 lbs.

17 Matt Ferrante 93.14 lbs.

18 Kurt Keller 91.51 lbs.

19 Steve Levine 91.37 lbs.

20 Tige Noni 87.40 lbs.

21 Doug Walker 87.14 lbs.

22 Paul Caldwell 86.04 lbs.

23 Fred Ratcliffe 82.95 lbs.

28 Fred Blom 60.24 lbs.

30 Bob Manley 54.26 lbs.

Place Angler
AOTY 

WEIGHT
Place Angler

AOTY 
WEIGHT

1 Jim Bianchi 129.88 lbs.

2 Mark Harold 119.62 lbs.

3 Rod Brown 115.59 lbs.

4 TJ Valle 115.35 lbs.

5 Dave Livingston 110.28 lbs.

6 Jake Zaremski 107.60 lbs.

7 Tyler Austin 107.40 lbs.

8 Dan Patane 104.25 lbs.

9 Will Rogers 103.88 lbs.

10 Matt James 103.70 lbs.

11 Bill Wittman 102.73 lbs.

12 Nate Kalpin 100.25 lbs.

13 Rich Bush 99.60 lbs.

14 Jon Skirment 98.80 lbs.
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2019 STANDINGS

Place Angler
Lake Erie 

Day 1
Lake Erie 

Day 2
Cayuga 

Lake
Conesus 

Lake
Chaumont 
Bay Day 1

Chaumont 
Bay Day 2

Sodus 
Bay

Keuka 
Lake Total AOTY

1 Jim Bianchi 21.04 23.31 19.31 14.96 17.97 16.99 16.30 0.00 129.88 129.88

2 Mark Harold 21.60 20.50 13.20 14.80 17.33 19.59 12.60 10.40 130.02 119.62

3 Rod Brown 21.08 19.68 15.60 14.49 12.61 18.08 14.05 10.92 126.51 115.59

4 TJ Valle 19.22 21.00 17.21 15.07 15.27 16.40 11.18 9.74 125.09 115.35

5 Dave Livingston 14.89 18.92 13.99 17.13 15.01 20.20 10.14 9.89 120.17 110.28

6 Jake Zaremski 19.98 19.90 15.82 8.01 12.19 19.63 12.07 0.00 107.60 107.60

7 Tyler Austin 19.60 21.00 11.48 7.32 18.19 16.42 8.56 12.15 114.72 107.40

8 Dan Patane 18.99 23.16 13.54 7.37 13.63 14.89 10.41 9.63 111.62 104.25

9 Will Rogers 22.05 24.33 17.74 12.87 10.69 16.20 0.00 0.00 103.88 103.88

10 Matt James 15.89 8.98 14.02 14.16 18.50 15.37 12.16 13.60 112.68 103.70

11 Bill Wittman 16.57 16.37 12.55 12.14 8.19 12.43 21.29 11.38 110.92 102.73

12 Nate Kalpin 17.94 18.75 16.54 12.30 16.66 6.81 6.42 11.25 106.67 100.25

13 Rich Bush 16.01 16.04 15.07 6.16 15.72 15.60 11.92 9.24 105.76 99.60

14 Jon Skirment 14.82 20.42 0.00 4.76 19.92 18.41 6.12 14.35 98.80 98.80

15 Kyle Sweers 16.88 15.70 15.76 0.00 14.18 19.04 0.00 14.04 95.60 95.60

16 Wes Vyverberg 17.71 19.05 15.14 7.04 16.56 14.31 5.06 5.76 100.63 95.57

17 Matt Ferrante 18.85 17.36 13.62 7.93 15.73 13.27 6.38 0.00 93.14 93.14

18 Kurt Keller 0.00 17.11 9.99 10.62 16.34 13.00 12.94 11.51 91.51 91.51

19 Steve Levine 19.10 19.48 10.86 5.78 13.46 13.67 6.61 8.19 97.15 91.37

20 Tige Noni 9.34 18.26 15.52 12.51 11.87 10.32 9.58 0.00 87.40 87.40

21 Doug Walker 15.66 13.33 10.93 11.48 0.00 15.42 12.88 7.44 87.14 87.14

22 Paul Caldwell 17.67 18.12 12.24 4.52 18.66 0.00 8.72 6.11 86.04 86.04

23 Fred Ratcliffe 16.62 19.29 8.78 9.59 11.79 10.60 6.02 6.28 88.97 82.95

24 Todd Keller 16.84 19.11 0.00 0.00 11.23 8.91 16.12 9.69 81.90 81.90

25 Dom Cerasuolo 14.28 20.91 9.66 3.91 11.75 4.64 5.63 9.56 80.34 76.43

26 Tyler Muhs 22.49 17.56 3.55 2.38 9.35 12.70 0.00 3.14 71.17 71.17

27 Chris O'Brien 22.76 23.13 17.66 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 63.55 63.55

28 Fred Blom 0.00 0.00 10.82 14.34 14.11 13.08 0.00 7.89 60.24 60.24

29 Rich Zajac 0.00 19.72 0.00 7.26 16.18 10.95 2.39 0.00 56.50 56.50

30 Bob Manley 7.12 11.47 0.00 5.01 5.70 9.58 3.36 12.02 54.26 54.26

31 Jim Shamp 18.66 17.10 12.72 3.97 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 52.45 52.45

32 Tom Haley 0.00 17.26 0.00 0.00 18.30 14.61 0.00 0.00 50.17 50.17

33 Sean Brown 15.15 17.23 17.63 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 50.01 50.01

34 Drew Damtoft 16.62 18.19 14.51 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 49.32 49.32

35 Dylan Mackaravitz 0.00 13.41 5.21 8.04 0.00 0.00 12.80 7.69 47.15 47.15

36 Merritt Diamond 16.38 7.90 2.99 3.68 4.50 6.60 2.98 0.00 45.03 45.03

37 Terry Gartz 10.63 15.32 10.00 2.11 0.00 0.00 2.84 2.97 43.87 43.87

38 Rich Calabrese 0.00 0.00 10.15 0.00 14.52 14.46 0.00 0.00 39.13 39.13

39 Orlando Roman 16.15 0.00 13.66 4.88 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 34.69 34.69

40 Kevin Kinnear 16.80 12.96 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3.60 33.36 33.36

41 Jack Kleinman 14.55 17.23 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 31.78 31.78

42 Liane Livote 0.00 5.56 6.05 3.31 11.68 0.00 0.00 0.00 26.60 26.60

43 Rob Browe 0.00 0.00 1.40 4.23 4.05 11.28 0.00 0.00 20.96 20.96

44 Devon Talbot 19.14 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 19.14 19.14

45 Ray Sacheli 0.00 0.00 0.00 13.32 0.00 0.00 4.33 0.00 17.65 17.65

46 Dalton Forte 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3.90 10.75 0.00 0.00 14.65 14.65

47 Dalton Talbot 13.07 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 13.07 13.07

48 Andrew Weber 0.00 0.00 0.00 11.32 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 11.32 11.32

49 Ben Levy 3.31 7.77 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 11.08 11.08

50 Don Josselyn 2.56 0.00 0.00 2.55 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 5.11 5.11

51 Dan Palazzo 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.33 0.00 2.33 2.33
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